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Abstract
In the twenty-first century, digital colonialism has assumed new linguistic and
intellectual dimensions, as global powers like Google and Meta perpetuate colonial
narratives through data and algorithms. Urdu literature, rooted in its long tradition
of resistance, continues to confront these challenges. In the past, thinkers like Hali,
Shibli, and Igbal stood against imperial dominance, and today this legacy is carried
forward through the preservation of the Urdu script, the rise of online libraries,
blogs, and social media platforms. Despite the promotion of Roman script and the
preference given to colonial languages, Urdu literature, with its creative vitality, not
only fights for survival but also shapes an alternative cultural and intellectual
narrative.
Keywords: Digital Colonialism, Linguistic Imperialism, Urdu Literature, Colonial
Narratives, Data and Algorithms, Cultural Resistance, Urdu Script Preservation, Roman
Script Dominance, Online Literary Platforms, Intellectual Decolonization, Postcolonial
Discourse.
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“We must at present do our best to form a class who may be
interpreters between us and the millions whom we govern; a class
of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but English in tastes, in
opinions, in morals and in intellect.”
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"Neo-colonialism is the worst form of imperialism. For those who

practice it, it means power without responsibility; and for those
who suffer from it, it means exploitation without redress."

e T el e

(2)"_@?1,ué/t{u’?‘adu%jvégf/lg;“iLufu;/&%mﬁ

LnZ S Ui st e e 2 S e A8 E e B L7 e Je s el
S B e & G LI S 2 S T s sy o s E Sl S 1555
A T R et e T s Ae e I St ey e U
—tzs} (Digital Colonialism)e ot TS5 s 1 o Fostogsi s rsr Sl TIUE S
(/L?dztml?u?lzﬁdfug{,oj,dfwuuw‘(Juij)t‘av:ffé uy;fJLJ&)b?’dbnﬂ}uﬁwubg
qéy@’ugf,f[.ﬁq/ﬂwg:;aw/gmBﬂ(/:ugj‘f"f)zig;fwg}/af,,ﬁuf/uf
LS SE ST Ll v s LUtn LUt Goas UA U L3S E st U o es £
Sl ﬁf%/:@ﬁ(&i‘)&@I‘La/gi;/:/}r.bu’lﬁ_éfé’_vcwl J(Data Colonialism)('/g}g
o Jc/,,/l:b"“l(Data Colonialism)('/g!{l.'af_‘aduly G”?,u’/bulg!Jﬁ/g;gdl}U!@,f4Jl/;!‘al[/Jwﬁ
3 U st I3 B 3651 21 sl U Flor U Bl il U LB Ut o
Sl Bl 07 U LS5 F &2 pias it $hs 2 oo ns LS S §F Fo it S
S e o BT P sl e s " § § o LTS U - bl sz & s Gl mr it
Gods Ut b SeU L3 ol o Bl L s fon 11 33 SF6 Satros Gl S
F L 5L s I el LG 98 FE G ool $5 52 ol T S b 6 e a1
wémdﬁ-‘aﬁ“ BN

Simnnd LSS Fmnl s S e o S hu St d Sy F o e S
On_g §S 30 S et Sl e S FUg st TS e /2
an/Lf;ALu;/jwé_dg}wd,gt’m/:f:dtpuﬁmiﬁwc_;_pd’u{qu&’V;,ﬁg:.,;um
dﬂufﬁ/’-%wlg,&lﬂKé_u’?tJﬂy4<;_y.&g;gT)§L.,;l,)/'fm LT s s f L
L r (Tl A Ly A SN0 et G 51 p E3 G Pt T3 U
J;faziu’;m’Jﬁ;ugmlu:zéglzjuj/ﬁuﬁyu;ugw}?@ SAL UG Y A1 2 s bl LIS s
..{J:;djulx»;fgf.ﬂt’f?’di-wuﬁ};m’;ufw&g;gﬁgﬁ/;i;wQJ;,I‘LJPIug_u:z(f/“i£
Ll d@&;g?/tgféuf/uug{,_uyu:w}”/ziy)&/'..,wrlftﬁiu,l.,,fg‘fﬁ(wg')/"’i‘(t‘a)

67



- laga

2025420, 4 Ao s

ff;vLuqu}‘fdtsA_LLaLtef»lrMfffw&/&(Algorithms)//ﬁLuﬂ-@&/dvvu“i

07 G Lo L Lw 26T plicd Pl s el S L3P B
uiyeﬁm{duu,ww LUl burd b S e L us P i B U e T
.,)w-‘awg&g/?,up;;,g,ﬁ.uf,t»uﬂ&u.s/d%_,,uuun,»4,;7)‘}2@-9{:7/&;9&
Litd e st gt LUy g ¥ L1862 e \Te S Pl o S S s T
Kc"—lb‘gﬁu”ﬁ‘atﬁ//ﬂui':«/f@d/offfd/g}&um’?w:ufzﬁjékfﬁfffﬁ+t/ﬂ’}gkd)?

:uj&bﬂ)/f)t_‘aﬂ//u};d)g
"Users in Pakistan who communicate in Urdu, Pashto, Sindhi, or
other regional languages frequently experience misunderstandings
or incorrect flagging of their posts. This restricts their capacity to
articulate their thoughts, particularly regarding local matters
openly... algorithms may not fully understand the context behind
them.”
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"Also, the predominant use of Western languages by GenAl can

marginalize non-dominant languages, making educational content

less accessible to speakers of indigenous

languages...overshadowing marginalized indigenous knowledge
and practices."”
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“Modern technology has significantly contributed to the
promotion and development of Urdu language and literature. ...
However, technological advancements have also presented certain
challenges, including issues related to machine translation, the

dominance of Roman Urdu, and the quality of online Urdu
content.”
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