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Abstract

This paper presents a research-based and critical analysis of existential tendencies
in the fictional characters of Rashid Amjad. Dr. Rashid Amjad was a prominent
Urdu short story writer, researcher, and critic, whose primary recognition rests on
his contribution to short fiction. The characters portrayed in his short stories reflect
strong existential elements, which he employed extensively and consciously in his
creative work. Within Rashid Amjad’s existential philosophical framework,
particular emphasis is placed on themes such as fear, determinism, death, darkness,
loneliness, desolation, alienation, and anxiety. Through a close reading and
analytical examination of his short stories, this study identifies and interprets these
existential elements as they manifest in his fictional characters. Considering Dr.
Rashid Amjad’s overall literary contributions and intellectual endeavors, it may be
concluded that he was a seminal and era-defining figure in Urdu language and
literature.
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“Existentialism is the type of philosophy emphasising the present reality of the

individual and treats existentialist frame of reference as the individual’'s own

frame of references in meeting reality, his own fears and hopes and hopes and

encounters and crisis.” (1)
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“The term of “existentialism” means, “pertaining to existence or in logic

predicating existence” philosophically, it now applies to a vision of the condition

and existence of man, his place and function in the world, and his relationship or

lack of one with God.” (2)
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