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Abstract

This article examines the political and rhetorical significance of Faiz Ahmed Faiz’s
poetry in the Punjab Assembly. Recognized as one of the most influential poets of
the twentieth century, Faiz combined romanticism with revolutionary thought,
articulating themes of social justice, resistance, and hope. The study explores how
members of the Punjab Assembly have employed his verses to enrich parliamentary
debates, express public grievances, and highlight issues such as inequality,
oppression, and unfulfilled promises of independence. Through selected examples
from assembly proceedings, the article demonstrates that Faiz’s poetry functions as
a powerful discursive tool, enhancing the emotional appeal and persuasive force of
political speeches. It further argues that the continued relevance of his poetry
reflects its universal and timeless nature. Ultimately, the article underscores the
role of literary expression in shaping political consciousness and strengthening
democratic values within parliamentary traditions.
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"Sir, I want to begin my speech by quoting a verse from one of the greatest
living poets of Urdu. He says.

Z@/L/ﬁ}@)gf/}{,ﬁ
Z@/L/ﬁ/%&/)@d}}?

"Sir, I cannot see how i can congratulate the Finance Minister on his
presenting this soul.less planless Budget. I have gone through each page of
this Budget very carefully and I have aslo studied the voluminous literature
supplied to us along with the Budget speech and [ must confess that to the best
of my ability I have not come across any feature on which I could offer hearty,
genuine felicitations and encomium to the Finance Minister. If, however, a
Budget like this had been presented to the House in 1921 and I had been
sitting on the right side of this House, I would have offered congratulations to
Sir Henry Craik and Sir James Boyd. But in a free Country which has
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achieved independence after making unprecedented sacrifices and built the
country into a sovereign state.””)
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